
INGATE Walter William  

 

Seaman  Royal Naval Reserve : H.M.S. "Hogue."  

Date of Death: 22/09/1914  

Service No: 4050B  

 Walter William Ingate was born 16th March 1886 in the Maldon District. He was  5 foot 4 1/2 inches tall with a 

dark complexion & hazel eyes . His parents were Walter Rose Ingate & Grace Ingate. He was a Tollesbury 

fisherman and the first Tollesbury boy to die in the war.  

He got married in 1909 in Tendring, Essex.  His widow, Mrs K. P. Woodward lived at 18 Princes Street, 

Parkeston, Harwich post war. She received payments of prize money of £12. 10 s on the 1/2/1921, as an interim 

payment, & £18. 15s as final award 9/5/1922.  His Service Record shows he enrolled in the  RNR 16th March 

1906. He received a retainer of 30 shillings paid 14 times over period 29/5/1911 to 1/7/1914. He had trained on 

the following ships :-    HMS Cressy 25/2/1910 to 24/3/1910;    HMS Hogue 31/1/1912 to 24/2/1912 sailing 

from  Sheerness to Brightlingsea;    HMS King Edward VII & HMS Russell 27/5/1914 to 23/ 6/1914 sailing 

from Torquay to Harwich. When he was called up he reported to Harwich on the  2/8/1914 where he  joined 

HMS HOGUE on the  3/8/1914 . He was killed 22/9/1914 

Pre-war  his Sailing Record shows he served on the following vessels:-     Yarta (KG587)  sailed overseas 

14/3/1911 to 26/7/1911;    Favourite  (CK319) fishing 26/4/1911 to 30/9/1911;    White Heather  (ON119) a 

yacht 18/3/1912 to 28/9/1912;     then worked as an  AB for the  Great Eastern Railway  on the North Sea 

Ferries from 3/5/1913 and his name is commemorated on the Liverpool Street Station Memorial.  

    Two of his brothers , Joseph & Frederick were killed serving with the 8th South Staffordshire Regiment & 

the 11th Essex respectively in World War 1, they had had also been among the first 23 volunteers from 

Tollesbury.  His brother Hector was killed on HMS Rawalpindi in 1939. His brother William serving as a Petty 

Officer protecting convoys in the Channel was invalided out of the Royal Navy 31st October 1942. His father 

Walter was killed on November  11th 1921, whilst fishing in the North Sea when the boom swung across and 

knocked him in the sea. He drowned weighted down by his oilskins. His brother Claude originally was serving 

with the Royal Navy but  went "absent without leave" so that he could take a more active role in the war, joining 

the British Columbian 143 rd Battalion of the Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force and was wounded at 

Vimy Ridge in 1917. 

Walter was killed in the same action as his friend 

Gabriel Webb, who was  on HMS Aboukir.  Fred 

Russell from the Plough & Sail at Tollesbury was 

also lost in HMS Cressy, while also lost were Willie 

Cook (HMS Cressy) & Albert Eley  (HMS Hogue) 

both of Rowhedge.   During the early months of 

World War 1 the Royal Navy maintained a patrol of 

old Cressy class armoured cruisers, known as 

Cruiser Force C, in the area of the North Sea known 

as the Broad Fourteens. There was opposition to this 

patrol from many senior officers, including Admiral 

Jellicoe and Commodores Keyes and Tyrwhitt, on 



the grounds that the ships were very vulnerable to a raid by modern German surface ships and the patrol was 

nick named the "live bait squadron". The Admiralty maintained the patrol on the grounds that destroyers were 

not able to maintain the patrol in the frequent bad weather and that there were insufficient modern light cruisers 

available.     In the early hours of September 20th 1914 the cruisers HMS Euryalus, HMS Aboukir, HMS Hogue 

and HMS Cressy were preparing to go on patrol under Rear Admiral Christian in Euryalus. Normally the patrol 

was under command of Rear Admiral Campbell in HMS Bacchantes but he was absent so Christian helped fill 

the gap although he had other duties. The weather was too bad for destroyers to be at sea and unfortunately 

Euryalus had to drop out due to lack of coal and weather damage to her wireless, Rear Admiral Christian had to 

remain with his ship rather than transfer to another ship as the weather was too bad to transfer. He delegated 

command to Captain Drummond in Aboukir although he did not make it clear that Drummond had the authority 

to order the destroyers to sea if the weather improved, which it did towards the end of September 21st. 

 

Otto Weddigen                                                                         U9 

Early on September 22nd 1914 the German submarine U9 under the command of Commander Otto Weddigen 

sighted the Cressy, Aboukir and Hogue steaming NNE at 10 knots without zigzagging. Although the patrols 

were supposed to maintain 12-13 knots and zigzag the old cruisers were unable to maintain that speed and the 

zigzagging order was widely ignored as there had been no submarines sighted in the area during the war. 

U9 manoeuvred to attack and at about 6.25 AM fired a single torpedo at Aboukir, which stuck her on her port 

side. Aboukir rapidly suffered heavy flooding and despite counter flooding developed a 20 degree list and lost 

engine power. It was soon clear that she was a lost cause and Captain Drummond ordered her to be abandoned, 

although only one boat had survived the attack so most crew had to jump into the sea. At first Drummond 

thought that Aboukir had been mined and signalled the other two cruisers to close and assist but he soon realised 

that it was a torpedo attack and ordered the other cruisers away, but too late. 

As Aboukir rolled over and sank, half an hour after being attacked, U9 fired two torpedoes at HMS Hogue that 

hit her amidships and rapidly flooded her engine room. Captain Nicholson of Hogue had stopped the ship to 

lower boats to rescue the crew of Aboukir, thinking that as he was the other side of Aboukir from U9 he would 

be safe. Unfortunately U9 had manoeuvred around Aboukir and attacked Hogue from a range of only 300 

yards.    The firing of two torpedoes affected the trim of U9 which broke the surface briefly and was fired on by 

Hogue without effect.    It only took Hogue ten minutes to sink as U9 headed for HMS Cressy. Cressy, under 

Captain Johnson, had also stopped to lower boats but got underway on sighting a periscope. At about 7.20 AM 

however U9 fired two torpedoes, one of which just missed but the other hit Cressy on her starboard side, Cressy 

briefly firing on U9s periscope with no effect.    The damage to Cressy was not fatal but U9 turned round and 

fired her last torpedo which hit Cressy sinking her within a quarter of an hour. 

Survivors were picked up by several nearby merchant ships including the Dutch Flora and Titan and the British 

trawlers JGC and Corainder before the Harwich force of light cruisers and destroyers arrived. Flora returned to 

Holland with 286 rescued crew who were quickly returned to Britain even though the neutral Dutch should have 

interned them. In all 837 men were rescued but 1459 died, many of which were reservists or cadets. 



 

1914 -1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial 

Reference: 8. Memorial: CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL 

After the First World War, an appropriate way had to be found of 

commemorating those members of the Royal Navy who had no 

known grave, the majority of deaths having occurred at sea where no 

permanent memorial could be provided. An Admiralty committee 

recommended that the three manning ports in Great Britain - 

Chatham, Plymouth and Portsmouth - should each have an identical 

memorial of unmistakable naval form, an obelisk, which would serve 

as a leading mark for shipping. The memorials were designed by Sir 

Robert Lorimer, who had already carried out a considerable amount 

of work for the Commission, with sculpture by Henry Poole. After 

the Second World War it was decided that the naval memorials 

should be extended to provide space for commemorating the naval 

dead without graves of that war, but since the three sites were 

dissimilar, a different architectural treatment was required for each. 

The architect for the Second World War extension at Chatham was 

Sir Edward Maufe (who also designed the Air Forces memorial at 

Runnymede) and the additional sculpture was by Charles Wheeler 

and William McMillan. Chatham Naval Memorial commemorates 

more than 8,500 sailors of the First World War and over 10,000 from the Second World War. 
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  His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

 

Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

 


